
Audit and Governance Committee
Date: 26th July 2019 Agenda No:

Title of Report: Corporate Criminal Offence of failure to prevent the facilitation of tax 
evasion under the Criminal Finances Act 2017.

Purpose of Report: This policy statement sets out this new offence under the Criminal 
Finances Act. It covers the risk areas for the Council and outlines 
measures that mitigate against the Council’s risks.

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Audit and Governance Committee reviews 
and adopts the Corporate Criminal Offences policy statement.

Officer (s) Contact: Caroline Parmar: Finance Manager, Strategic Finance. Tel: 01452 
583462
Caroline.PARMAR@gloucestershire.gov.uk

Jayne Fuller: Corporate Finance Manager, Strategic Finance. Tel: 
01452 328926
Jayne.FULLER@gloucestershire.gov.uk

Key Risks Failure to adopt the policy statement will undermine the Council’s ability 
to evidence that it has considered this issue at an appropriate level. 
This would undermine any defence against tax evasion which falls 
under the Criminal Finances Act.

Background The Criminal Finances Act 2017 created the corporate criminal offence 
of failure to prevent the facilitation of tax evasion. Under this offence the 
Council could be found guilty if a third party committed tax evasion 
which a member of Council staff or an associate helped to assist in any 
way. 

The attached policy statement explains this new offence and looks at 
potential risk areas for the Council. We have examined the 
Governments prevention measures in terms of how they relate to the 
Council. These measures help to mitigate against this offence occurring 
and would form the basis of the Council’s defence should the need 
arise.

As part of our commitment to ensure that this offence is widely 
communicated to all levels of staff within the Council this policy 
statement has been reviewed and adopted by the Corporate 
Management Team, and will be published on Staffnet and other widely 
available Council communication, once adopted by the Audit & 
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Governance Committee.


